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LEADERSHIP UPDATE

Villanova Welcomes New Board Members 

REV. TOM BATSIS, O.CARM. 

An emeritus professor of education at Loyola 

Marymount University, Rev. Tom Batsis, O.Carm., served 

on the LMU faculty from 1982 to 2012, after which he 

spent three years as the president of Crespi Carmelite 

High School in Encino, California. He earned his bachelor’s 

degree at Bellarmine College in Louisville, Kentucky, and 

a master’s of education at the University of Louisville. He 

then obtained a doctorate in psychology at the California 

Graduate Institute and spent 12 years in private practice 

as a clinical psychologist.

Fr. Batsis is the author of Crisis Management in 

Catholic Schools (1994) as well as numerous scholarly 

articles. He is widely recognized as an expert on Catholic 

school leadership, school safety, and youth gangs. He 

serves on the Board of Directors of Salpointe Catholic High 

School in Tucson, Arizona, the Council of Advisors of the 

Specialty Family Foundation, and the Board of Regents of 

the Da Vinci Schools in Los Angeles, California.

“It was something of a surprise to me when I was 

asked to join the VPS Board of Directors,” Fr. Batsis says. 

“I look forward to learning more about the history and 

charism of this Augustinian school and hope that I’ll be 

able to share my many years of experience in Catholic 

secondary education.”

 

MR. MICHAEL RONAN

“As a product of Catholic education from first 

grade through graduate school, I truly believe in the 

transformational power of an education rooted in our 

Gospel values,” says Michael Ronan. “I know that I was 

shaped by my parents’ choice to send my brother, sisters, 

and me to Catholic school, and I hope to give back in some 

small way to Catholic education.”

For six years Mr. Ronan has served as the principal 

of St. Mary Magdalen, a Catholic K-8 school in Camarillo. 

Prior to coming to California, he worked for two years as 

the principal at St. Augustine Catholic School in Dallas, 

Texas. Earlier this year the Camarillo Chamber of 

Commerce honored him with its “Educator of the Year” 

award.

Mr. Ronan has a B.A. in liberal studies and a minor 

in theology from the University of Notre Dame, where he 

also earned master’s degrees in education and educational 

leadership. He and his wife of four years, Melissa, live in 

Camarillo with their two sons, Patrick (2½) and Aidan (5 

months).

“I was honored and humbled at the invitation to join 

the Board at Villanova,” he says. “My hope is that I will be 

able to contribute to this tradition of Catholic education 

rooted in the Augustinian values.”

 

BOARD UPDATES

Having completed his term as chairman of the Villanova Board of Directors, Dr. Robert Arce is stepping aside, to be 

succeeded by former Vice Chair Richard Taylor.  Replacing Mr. Taylor as vice chair is Dave Brubaker.
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From the Headmaster

Greetings and 
welcome to Villanova,

It is a pleasure to serve this community as the Head of School. This 

is an exciting time in the history of the school. We have recently adopted 

a new leadership model, under which I am the Head of the School, 

and two members of our Villanova community will serve as Assistant 

Heads of School: Ricardo Olivares for Students and Brian Grisin for 

Academics. They will both step into their new roles with excitement 

and determination to continue to move the school in a positive direction.

Some exciting developments are also now under way, with the 

addition of the planned Art Center and the remodeling of the girls’ dorm 

rooms and hallway. The Art Center will provide a wonderful space for 

our students to grow their creativity, and the dorm remodeling will help 

the girls feel more at home.     

This year we will have our accreditation visit in March 2018. Over the last two years we have been analyzing all 

aspects of our school to determine areas of strength and areas of growth. These areas of growth will then be synthesized 

into an action plan that will drive our school to greater excellence, helping us grow together as a community. We are 

excited about the opportunity to show the visiting team all the wonderful ways we are helping our students and to show 

off our amazing students, faculty, and staff.

At Villanova, we are continuously reminded of our core values of truth, unity, and love. With the administration 

transition last year, we came together as a community and focused on our core value of unity. We worked to unify the 

resident and day students, and we have unified the staff and faculty, building Villanova to be more than a school but a 

community. I am very grateful for the unity of our Villanova community.

This year our emphasis will be on our core value of love. St. Augustine reminds us how to recognize love when he 

writes,

“What does love look like? It has the hands to help others. It has the feet 
to hasten to the poor and needy. It has eyes to see misery and want. It has 
ears to hear the sighs and sorrows of men. That is what love looks like.”

HEAD OF SCHOOL MESSAGE 

May God continue to bless our beautiful school, our students, alums, faculty, and staff 

as we move into the 2017-18 school year.

Blessings,

Nancy O’Sullivan

Head of School
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TRAILBLAZERS IN UNITY

Villanova Celebrates Class of 2017 at 
90th Commencement
By Anne Kallas

“They were brilliant. They were 

a very intelligent class,” said Head of 

School Nancy O’Sullivan of the Class 

of 2017 at Villanova Preparatory 

School’s May 27 Commencement 

ceremony. Yet even more, she said, 

“They were united. They were the 

very essence of unitas,” or Unity, 

which, along with Truth and Love, is 

one of the school’s core values. 

On a beautiful late-spring 

morning, the 66 graduating seniors 

gathered with their parents, families, 

and other loved ones for the school’s 

90th Commencement exercises. The 

day, although joyful, began on a 

somber note, but one befitting the 

graduates’ sense of unity, as the 

Class of 2017 remembered one of its 

own, Miguel Granados Muniz, who 

died of cancer in early December. 

(See page 41.)

“Our entire Villanova community 

would say that every day Miguel 

had an enormous smile on his face,” 

recalled Ms. O’ Sullivan. “He was a 

beautiful student.” Welcoming the 

Granados family, members of whom 

were on hand for the occasion, Ms. 

O’Sullivan presented a sycamore tree 

that the school will plant in the quad 

in Miguel’s memory. “May he rest in 

peace,” she said. “And may we always 

hold his loving smile in our hearts.”

On behalf of the Class of 2017, 

Fabio Salvatore Lauretta then 

performed his original musical 

tribute, “Heart and Soul,” on the 

guitar — bringing his classmates to 

their feet.

“I know people say it all the time, 

but the whole four years went by 

super quickly,” reflected senior Ben 

Launius of Oxnard Shores, California, 

who will soon study marine biology at 

the University of California, Santa 

Barbara. “I remember when I was a 

freshman or sophomore watching the 

graduates. Now I can walk in their 

footsteps.”

Despite the passage of time, 

however, Class Salutatorian Karen 

Martinson of Ojai, California, 

observed that not everything had 

changed. “Graduation speeches 

frequently  use the cliché that seniors 

have grown from scared freshmen to 

confident  young adults,” she said. 

“Looking back four years ago, I was 

a scared freshman. And as I am 
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currently delivering a speech in front of hundreds of people, and I am about to 

begin college, I can say with certainty that I am still a scared freshman!”

Karen, who will next attend the Berklee School of Music, with the goal 

of becoming a professional film scorer, noted that her class was oftentimes 

referred to as the “trailblazers” or “guinea pigs” because its members were the 

first to study in the 1:1 iPad learning environment, as well as the first to take 

on the International Baccalaureate Programme. “From the beginning it was 

clear that our class would not shy away from taking initiative,” she said. “I 

can’t wait to see what you all accomplish in the future.”

Class Valedictorian Emily Mam, who will enter Stanford University this 

fall, eschewed the “guinea pig” label. “We are risk-takers who work through 

cooperation. We are passionate and motivated. We laugh off rather than 

succumb to obstacles,” she remarked.  “We are ready to tackle any challenges 

that come our way.”

This strength, she suggested, derives from the Class of 2017’s sense of 

unity. “I have always had the support of my family but, previously, I never had 

deep bonds with my peers,” she said before her address. “Here those bonds have 

developed into a second family. That love and support from my peers kept me 

going through high school.”

Added classmate David Bender III, who will head off to Indiana and the 

University of Notre Dame in the fall, “The most important thing Villanova 

taught me was love of the community — unity. It is fantastic how we’ve learned 

how to live together.” 

The keynote speaker, John Huddy ’93, a foreign correspondent for Fox 

News in the Middle East, urged the graduates to draw on this sense of unity 

in the years ahead. “Don’t be afraid to ask for help,” he encouraged, “and 

certainly don’t be afraid to help.” In his industry, as in all walks of life, he 

noted, “The ones who succeed are the 

ones who are willing to raise their 

hands and do the tedious jobs no one 

else wants to do, the ones who want 

to work, who want to learn, who want 

to grow, to rise to the occasion when 

necessary, to be courageous when 

faced with adversity.”

In closing, Mr. Huddy told the 

graduates that he had “no doubt” 

that they would succeed in any 

endeavor. “And you know why?” he 

asked the united group of trailblazers 

seated before him. “Because you are 

the Villanova Class of 2017. You’ve 

earned it. You deserve it. As we say 

in Israel, ‘L’Chaim, to life!’”

THE 2017 GRADUATING CLASS
BY THE NUMBERS:

31 females

35 males

20 resident students, including 

international students from China, 

Ukraine, Russia, South Korea, Mexico, 

Japan, Vietnam, and El Salvador

46 day students from

22 different middle schools 

throughout Santa Barbara and 

Ventura counties

Among the colleges and universities 

that the Class of 2017 will be 

attending are: 

Berklee College of Music

California Polytechnic State 

University, San Luis Obispo

Claremont McKenna College

Cornell University

Stanford University

University of California, Berkeley, 

Davis, Irvine, Merced, San Diego, 

Santa Barbara, and Santa Cruz

Villanova University

Loyola Marymount University

Northeastern University

University of Notre Dame

The Class of 2017 performed 

3,283 hours of Christian 

service for organizations such as the 

Ojai Raptor Center and Hogar Infantil 

Orphanage in Tijuana, Mexico.
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FAITH, NEWS & SKINS

Commencement 
2017 Speaker: 
John Huddy ’93

John Huddy graduated as a 

member of the Villanova Class of 

1993 — when Nirvana was still on 

tour and Bill Clinton became the 42nd 

president of the United States. There 

was no football team back then, no 

music club, and the pool had just been 

built.

In those day he was a rock-and-

roll drummer. His band was the first 

to play at a Villanova dance. English 

teacher Tim Bunce sang “Stairway to 

Heaven,” the Led Zeppelin classic. “He 

channeled Robert Plant, hitting the 

high notes with gusto and courage,” 

Mr. Huddy remembers. 

By his own admission, Mr. 

Huddy was an “average student” 

and a “class clown” at Villanova. 

Much to his chagrin, his classmates 

voted him “most likely to end up in 

jail.” Yet an experience he had with 

a dear friend who died of cancer 

taught him an important life lesson 

that has served him throughout his 

career. “Two words,” Mr. Huddy says, 

“follow through.” This maxim, which 

began as advice about how to swing a 

baseball bat, became a metaphor for 

life, about the need for perseverance 

and hard work — especially in tough 

times.

After Villanova, Mr. 

Huddy studied journalism and 

communication arts at California 

Lutheran University. During his 

senior year he began working at 

the Los Angeles Daily News. Upon 

graduating he followed his passion 

for writing — a passion that began 

at Villanova — leaving Southern 

California for Twin Falls, Idaho, 

where he launched his career as a 

fulltime newspaper reporter for The 

Times News. 

“Villanova provided 
the foundation for 
my love of writing, 
poetry, literature, 
journalism, history, 
and political 
science,” he says. 

“Teachers like Mr. Bunce and 

Dr. Snively were instrumental in 

helping me build that foundation, 

encouraging and inspiring me.”

Following three years in Idaho, 

Mr. Huddy spent four years in New 

Mexico, where he worked for the 

Albuquerque Journal as the Santa 

Fe City Hall and County Commission 

government reporter. He also worked 

as a part-time ski instructor. 

In 2005 he moved to New 

York City, where he started his 

broadcasting career as a writer and 

associate producer for WNYW-TV/

Fox 5 News, later becoming an on-

air general assignment reporter for 

both Fox 5 and MY9 News. In 2014 

he became a foreign correspondent for 

the Fox News Channel, assigned to 

the Middle East bureau in Jerusalem, 

Israel. 

Less than three weeks after 

arriving in Israel, Mr. Huddy traveled 

to Gaza City, where he covered the war 

in Gaza. Since then he has reported 

on terror attacks in Israel, Brussels, 

and Istanbul, as well as covering last 

summer’s attempted coup in Turkey 

and the fight against ISIS in Iraq and 

Syria. 

He says he has been to places 

he never dreamed of seeing and 

experienced cultures he never knew 

existed, or could not have conceived. 

He has seen the best and worst of 

humanity, adding that his faith in 

God has never been stronger. 

And he still plays the drums.
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G O L D  M E D A L  A N D  P E R P E T U A L  A W A R D S  2 0 1 7

THE VILLANOVA AWARD & 
THE AUGUSTINIAN AWARD 

SANDY AHUMADA

THE VILLANOVA  AWARD,  YEARBOOK EDITOR 
& FINE ARTS AWARD FOR PERFORMING ARTS

DOMINIQUE SALAPARE

THE REV. JOHN GLYNN AWARD
FELICITY EVANS

FEMALE ATHLETE AWARD –  PIA VALTIERRAMALE ATHLETE AWARD – RENE MUNOZ FINE ARTS FOR VISUAL ARTS AWARD
NAOMI ABREGO

THE PRESIDENT’S AWARD 
EMILY MAM

SCHOLAR ATHLETE AWARD
DRAKE AVILA

THE HEADMASTER’S AWARD
KAREN MARTINSON

Celebrations for the graduation at Villanova Preparatory School began with a Baccalaureate Mass at 7 p.m. on Friday, 

May 26, at St. Thomas Aquinas Parish. Commencement was at 11:00 a.m. on Saturday, May 27, in the Villanova Grotto. 

The ceremony was presided over by the Very Rev. Kevin Mullins, O.S.A., prior provincial of the Province of St. Augustine. 

S A L U T I N G  E X C E L L E N C E

SCHOLAR ATHLETE AWARD
CIARA LENEHAN
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TRIBAL CARITAS

Service Learning at 
Tribe Service Day 

By about 9:00 a.m. on the morning of Thursday, November 

18, the campus of Villanova Preparatory School had become a 

strangely quiet place.

The quad was empty, as were the classrooms. Only minutes 

earlier, the school’s 10 “tribes” — interclass groupings of students 

named for notable clans from world history, such as Comanche, 

Hun, and Samurai — piled into various buses and vans for points 

throughout Ventura County. There, they spent the day in service, 

each tribe aiding the community in a different way.

The Cossacks, for example, were 

at a local orchard, picking oranges for 

Food Share. The Saracens were at 

St. Catherine’s Convent, mulching, 

planting, and installing a drip system 

for the retired Holy Cross sisters. And 

the Visigoths were over at St. Thomas 

Aquinas Catholic Church, preparing 

a homeless shelter that would comfort 

Ojai’s needy throughout the winter 

season. 

It was Villanova’s fifth Tribe 

Service Day, the annual event in 

which Wildcats set out to aid the 

less fortunate, working in the spirit 

of love, which is, along with truth 

and unity, one of the school’s core 

values. A complement to Wildcat 

Day (during which the tribes clash in 

athletic competition) and Nova Bowl 

(an intertribal battle of wits), Tribe 

Service Day is the third occasion in 

which the whole school turns away 

from its regular classroom routine for 

the day, and instead comes together 

for another purpose.

That purpose is service, to be 

sure, but it is also something more: 

service learning.

Service learning is, according to 

the Learn and Serve America National 

Service Learning Clearinghouse, “a 

teaching and learning strategy that 

integrates meaningful community 

service with instruction and 

reflection to enrich the learning 

experience, teach civic responsibility, 

and strengthen communities.” Put 

another way, Tribe Service Day 

achieves two goals at the same time 

— aiding those around us and helping 

Villanova’s students to develop the 

virtues of compassion, humility, and 

generosity.

The day therefore began with a 

prayer and ended with Mass in the 

campus amphitheater. Along the 

way, students were encouraged to 

consider and discuss the meaning 

and importance of service, such as 

the following question posed by the 

school’s Augustinian volunteer, Erika 

Papkee: 

“There is a phrase, cura 

personalis, which roughly translated 

means, ‘The person in front of me is 

the most important person in the 

world.’ What would our world look 

like if we truly embraced this idea? 

How would this affect how we serve, 

and whom we serve?”
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BISHOP BARRON PAYS VISIT TO VPS

Faith & Reason
On the morning of February 21, the students, faculty, and staff of Villanova 

Preparatory School were treated to a visit by arguably the best-known and 

most-influential American prelate in the Catholic Church: The Most Rev. 

Robert Barron, auxiliary bishop of Los Angeles.

Since 2015, Bishop Barron has 

served as the Episcopal Vicar of the 

Archdiocese’ Santa Barbara Pastoral 

Region. As such, he is responsible 

for overseeing the portion of the 

Archdiocese of Los Angeles that 

includes Villanova’s Ojai campus. 

“He’s our local auxiliary bishop,” 

explains Campus Minister Josh 

Kruse. “And we try to have the local 

auxiliary visit with our students 

every year.”

Yet nationwide Bishop Barron is 

better known as the founder of the 

Word on Fire media ministry and the 

host of its award-winning, 10-part 

documentary series, Catholicism. 

Filmed in 16 countries, Catholicism 

has aired on nearly every public 

television station in the United 

States. The Bishop has more than 

100,000 followers on Twitter, and his 

Word on Fire YouTube channel has 

garnered about 20 million views for 

its videos, in which he directly and 

lovingly addresses challenges to the 

Catholic faith.

While at Villanova Bishop 

Barron toured the grounds and 

celebrated an all-school Mass in 

Clark Gymnasium. “He went into 

the science building, and he was 

excited to see a portrait of Fr. Gregor 

Mendel, who was an Augustinian 

priest and the father of genetics,” 

recalls Mr. Kruse.

The portrait fit in well with the 

subject of the Bishop’s homily and a 

theme that runs throughout the Word 

on Fire ministry: the compatibility of 

faith and reason.

“When he spoke to the students, 

Bishop Barron said that the No. 1 

reason young Catholics leave the 

Faith is because they believe science 

and religion are incompatible,” said 

Mr. Kruse. “But Bishop Barron spoke 

about how the two complement each 

other, and he pointed to Fr. Mendel as 

an example of that complementarity. 

He also pointed out that the Big 

Bang Theory was formulated by the 

Reverend Msgr. Georges Lemaître, 

an early 20th century Belgian priest.”

The students seemed to take 

well to the Bishop’s engaging 

speaking style, and the Bishop, in 

turn, seemed to appreciate his time 

with Villanova’s students. The next 

morning, he posted the following 

status to his Facebook account, which 

boasts nearly 1.5 million followers:

“Friends, yesterday morning 

I celebrated Mass for the student 

body of Villanova Prep, located in 

Ojai, California. The school is rich in 

Augustinian tradition, and it was a 

real joy to meet everyone. I’m already 

looking forward to my next visit!”
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A Program that Yields Results
•	Only	boarding	school	in	California	offering	the	IB	Diploma	Programme.	

•	Students	and	parents	receive	individualized	college	planning.

•	All	college	applications,	essays,	and	recommendations	are	reviewed	prior	to	submission.

•	Class	size	average	is	15	students.

•	Over	70	colleges	and	universities	visit	Villanova	each	year.

•	35	IB	and	AP	classes	offered.

Academic Success from the Class of 2017
•	100%	of	students	accepted	to	college.

•	Students	will	be	attending	the	following	colleges:	Stanford	University,	Villanova	University,	

California	Polytechnic	State	University	San	Luis	Obispo,	Chapman	University,	Loyola	

Marymount	University,	Cornell	University,	and	many	more!	

Admission Timeline
Sep.	26	 Information	Night

Nov.	5	 Open	House

Nov.	11	 Placement	Exam	(SSAT)

Nov.	18	 Placement	Exam	(HSPT)

Jan.	10	 Information	Night

Jan.	20		 Admission	Application	Due

Feb.	10	 Financial	Aid	Application	Due

Mar.	3	 Notification	of	Decision

A p p ly  O n l i n e :    www.villanovaprep.org/admission 

Director	of	Admission:	Mr.	Tyler	Hart:	(805)	646-1464,	admissions@villanovaprep.org

Admission timeline
Catholic College Prep: Unity, Truth, Love
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PATRIOTISM & DETERMINATION

Patrick Thurston ’18 and 
Friends Bring New Flagpole 
to Campus
By Matthew Richards ’18

Welcoming all visitors as they 

enter the Villanova campus is 

the school’s beautiful new track. 

Completed last summer, it has been 

put to good use in its first year, not 

only by the track team, but also by the 

football squad, which practices and 

competes on the field it encircles. And 

just off to the side of the track proudly 

stands a shimmering new flagpole 

overlooking the field — the result of 

a dedicated service project initiated 

by Patrick Thurston, a member of the 

Class of 2018.

Patrick is an active member of 

the Villanova community and has 

been playing on the Wildcat football 

team for the past three years. After 

the new track was installed around 

the field, he recalls looking out and 

thinking to himself, “Why not put in a 

nice flagpole right over there?” 

This simple thought planted 

an idea within Patrick’s head, 

growing into a mission that pushed 

him to discover how to make this 

dream possible. To help him in 

this undertaking, he approached 

Villanova’s assistant baseball coach, 

Rod Smith. The two then put together 

a proposal that they brought before 

Head of School Nancy O’Sullivan and 

the Villanova Board of Directors, who 

gave their approval.

From there, they solicited family 

and friends for the funds, and received 

the materials by way of donations 

from the Doug Crawford Insurance 

Agency and Efren Fajardo Painting. 

Working with fellow students and 

adult volunteers — who racked up 

175 volunteer hours in all! — Patrick, 

Coach Smith and crew erected the 

flagpole on the weekend before 

Christmas. They also repainted the 

wall separating the track from the 

stands with a Wildcat logo and the 

words “Villanova Wildcats.”

When talking about how 

the service project turned out, 

Patrick cannot help but smile. 

Enthusiastically, he discusses his 

dreams for what he hopes the flagpole 

will contribute to his school. The most 

important part, he says, is being able 

to “salute the American flag before 

each of my football games.” As he 

prepares for the upcoming football 

season, he looks forward to the chance 

to honor his country in the moment 

before the start of each game, with 

the flagpole there as a symbol of 

patriotism. 

Were there any challenges he 

faced in turning his epiphany into a 

reality?

Not really, Patrick responds, 

coolly and with a sense of confidence. 

The project did not bring significant 

difficulties, he says. It was something 

that he wanted to make happen, and 

so he went straight for it.

This type of determination and 

willingness to tackle challenges full 

force is a reflection of Patrick’s strong 

character, both on and off the field. 

Whether or not an idea may present 

a variety of challenges is not part 

of his decision to pursue it. Once 

Patrick’s mind is set, he goes out and 

accomplishes his goal.

What are his dreams for the 

project, now that it is complete? “I 

hope people can continue to use this,” 

he says.

This wish will certainly come to 

fruition, and not only for Patrick’s 

final football season at Villanova. 

The flagpole will be a testimony of 

Villanova’s values for many years to 

come.
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PREPARING FOR WHAT’S AHEAD

Truth & Leadership 
at the Junior Retreat

 

In mid-February, with the end of the academic year 

just months away, it begins to dawn upon members of 

the junior class that they will not be juniors much longer. 

Indeed, after graduation, they will become seniors, the 

eldest and, presumably, the most learned and responsible 

members of the student body. 

This moment, says Campus Minister Josh Kruse, is 

“the perfect time” for the juniors to “take a break from 

their routine in order to explore the meaning of truth and 

leadership in their lives.” And they did precisely that at 

this year’s Junior Retreat at the Forest Home Ojai Valley 

camp.

Located just 3.5 miles from the Villanova campus, 

Forest Home — with its 130 acres of looming oak trees, 

lush gardens, and spectacular mountain views — seems 

other-worldly. On February 13 and 14,the the juniors took 

to this bucolic refuge for two days of fellowship, prayer, 

and reflection.

Over the course of the two days, the retreatants 

experienced a full range of activities designed to engage 

the mind, body, and soul. There was time for quiet 

contemplation and periods of spirited discussions; 

moments of solitude and opportunities for fellowship; 

formal prayer and informal games, ice-breakers, and 

team-building exercises. Yet for many, the highlight of the 

Junior Retreat was the ground ropes course — a series of 

web-like contraptions that groups of students had to work 

together to pass through, under, or above. 

The following evening, the juniors continued to 

discuss the themes of truth and leadership at the Junior 

Leadership Mass and Dinner at St. Thomas Aquinas 

Catholic Church in Ojai. 

FINDING PEACE

The Senior Retreat: 
Faith & Farewell
 

If you had to say goodbye to your best friends, the 

people with whom you have bonded and grown over the 

past four years, there could be no better place to do it 

than at the Serra Retreat Center in Malibu, California.

Tucked in between the mountains and the beach, 

the facility offers spectacular views of the Pacific Ocean 

by day and clear views of the open sky by night, all in 

an environment designed for fellowship and prayer. 

The buildings, tended by Franciscan friars, are in the 

Mission style. There is a giant cross overlooking the sea. 

And at the top of the hills stands a small chapel with 

panoramic views that testify to the glory of God.

This is the place where, each spring, Villanova’s 

seniors come together for the last time before graduation. 

And from April 3-5, members of the Class of 2017 made 

the most of this opportunity to express their gratitude 

and love for each other, as well as to pray and reflect on 

the next chapters in their lives, at the Senior Retreat.

“The spring semester is a restless time for our 

seniors,” says Campus Minister Josh Kruse. It’s a time 

when the soon-to-be graduates begin to feel wistful 

about leaving Villanova behind and anxious about 

starting over at college next year. So, for three days and 

two nights, members of the Class of 2017 found peace 

in this sacred place by listening to talks from alumni 

and faculty, spending time in prayer, and beginning the 

process of saying goodbye.
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UNITY IN FOOD & FUN AT INTERNATIONAL DAY

A Villanova Global Village
 
The morning got off to an early start at Villanova on 

January 27, as dedicated students met up in the Cantwell 

Hall kitchen to prepare delicious dishes from countries 

around the world — including China, Germany, Israel, the 

Philippines, Korea, and Mexico — as part of International 

Day.

“Each country is responsible for preparing the food,” 

explains Director of Student Activities Julia Munoz. “Some 

countries have parent involvement, while others, such as 

China and Korea, do all the prep on their own.”

A celebration of the many cultures and nationalities 

that make up the VPS community, International Day 

offers students an opportunity to share their heritage 

through food and performance. “It is a day where all our 

students, international and domestic, dorm students as 

well as our local population, celebrate their cultures with 

each other,” Ms. Munoz adds.

At lunchtime, students, teachers, and staff members 

gathered on the lawn for the international buffet, followed 

by the main event: an assembly in Clark Gymnasium. 

There, students were treated to a mix of cultural 

performances, some traditional, some modern, from 

around the world. 

The assembly began with a South African prayer 

— “Alleluia! We sing Your praises!” — and featured 

performances of Filipino, Irish, and Mexican dance. Senior 

Rebecca Saucedo sang and played No me doy por vencido (“I 

won’t surrender”) on the guitar, dedicated to her classmate 

Miguel Granados Muniz, who died of cancer only weeks 

earlier. And some 40 students representing the Chinese 

culture floored their peers with a dramatic telling of the 

story of Sun Wukong, “the Monkey King,” a mythological 

character from the 16th century novel Journey to the West.

Each year, Villanova celebrates International Day 

in conjunction with Catholic Schools Week, signifying 

the universality of the Church and Catholic education. 

By allowing students to openly share, embrace, and 

experience each other’s cultures, the festivities are an 

expression of the school’s commitment to its core values 

of truth, unity, and love, bridging oceans and continents, 

customs and languages. 
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SINK OR SWIM

A Battle of Brains at Nova Bowl ’17
By Anne Kallas

The annual Nova Bowl cardboard-

boat regatta kicked up some 

controversy along with water this 

year, with the winning team using 

only a reinforced sheet of cardboard 

as its “boat.”

Each year, as the culmination 

of a day’s Nova Bowl activities, the 

various tribes design and pilot across 

the pool a vessel made of cardboard 

and duct tape. Almost all of this year’s 

boats, created by the 10 “tribes” — 

consisting of students from all four 

classes — were elaborately decorated, 

rectangular boxes with pointed 

cardboard bows. 

But the Zulu tribe’s entry was a 

big flat square of cardboard reinforced 

with tape.

Cameron Brock, a junior who is a 

member of the Zulus, explained that 

his tribe used the same strategy last 

year, building the raft-like “boat,” and 

almost won. “We grabbed another 

boat and were disqualified,” Brock 

said. “We figure this is lower to the 

water and we just need to use arm 

strength. We use the paddles as an 

extension of the arm.”

“Ours is more dynamic. Theirs is 

a box,” added senior Marcus Italo.

But as Cameron and his partner 

plopped side by side on top of their 

sheet of cardboard like two boogie 

boarders, there was some grumbling 

about the minimalist design, which 

paled in comparison to the other 

boats with their decorations and 

embellishments. 

Sunny Zhao, a junior, explained 

that the Samurai team was hoping 

for success with its heavily taped hull. 

“We put the lightest people in the 

boat. We wanted skinny people with 

strong arms,” she said. The tactic 

worked during the first heat of the 

race. But by the championship round, 

when the few boats that hadn’t fallen 

apart faced off, the Samurai vessel 

succumbed to the water, as did all 

other entries — except for the Zulus’ 

large piece of cardboard, which was 

the only one to make it across the pool.

Even with the minor controversy, 

the regatta, and the rest of the Nova 

Bowl events, brought the entire 

school out to cheer the competition 

of intelligence. According to Debby 

Smith, who is the school’s alumni 

coordinator as well as a resident 

assistant, Nova Bowl is the intellectual 

bookend to the Villanova school year 

in the spring, with Wildcat Day, the 

athletic celebration of school spirit, in 

the fall.

Nova Bowl events focus on 

knowledge and problem-solving, 

Ms. Smith explained as she 

watched various teams attempt to 

use giant slingshots to fire water 

balloons through the goalposts on 
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the football field. A few of the tribes 

were unsuccessful at the exercise, 

which employs principles of physics, 

becoming drenched when their 

balloons exploded instead of taking 

off. One team, however, successfully 

sent its balloon sailing directly 

through the uprights at a steep 

angle from the hillside. Apache tribe 

members Jose Ortiz ’17, Baylor Stotko 

’20, and Nikolas Aquino ’17 said the 

angle worked in their favor. “It helped 

being up on the hill,” said Jose. “The 

wind shear is greater here than on the 

field,” added Baylor. 

During the Nova Bowl, each of 

the school’s 10 tribes divided into 

smaller teams that tackled the 

various events. The idea is to get 

to know students from other grade 

levels.

According to Ms. Smith, this 

year’s Nova Bowl included human 

chess, debate, lip synching, a 

scavenger hunt, and a communication 

competition in which each team split 

into two halves. The first created a 

structure out of Starburst candies 

and toothpicks in an area not visible 

to their teammates. They then tried 

to communicate to the other half of 

the team — via runners who conveyed 

instructions across the gym — how to 

build an identical sculpture.   

On Legendary Lane, which once 

served as the road leading to the 

school’s main entrance, students 

made chalk drawings expressing 

the theme of “Out of many, one,” 

reflecting the school’s core value of 

unity. Art teacher Casey Grant had 

compiled various relevant quotes from 

philosophers, leaders, and artists 

throughout history for the teams to 

illustrate in a timed competition. 

Tribes’ scores were based not only 

on the best execution of the quote, 

but also on their teamwork, clarity, 

creativity, and use of chalk.

The two teams from the Comanche 

and Samurai tribes quickly allocated 

tasks to each member before starting 

to draw. The first order of business 

was to write out the tribes’ names. 

The Comanche tribe used feathers to 

illustrate theirs, while the Samurai 

identified themselves with huge, pink 

letters.

Now in its fourth year, the Nova 

Bowl continues to evolve. This year, 

for the first time, the event took place 

on a Friday, which made it easier for 

students to enjoy the event, letting 

the school spirit take them through 

the weekend. “It’s hard to spend a day 

having fun like this and then have to 

go back to the classroom for the rest of 

the week,” Ms. Smith said.

By day’s end, the Zulu tribe had 

won the overall top prize handily, 

even without the contested regatta 

victory.
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SAVI 8.0

Five Sophomores Join 
Augustinian Peers from 
Across U.S. and Canada

For three days in April, five 

Villanova sophomores took to 

Chicago, Illinois, for SAVI 8.0 — a 

once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to 

make new friends and grow in faith 

with fellow students from across the 

United States and Canada.

Now in its eighth year, SAVI 

— the Student Augustinian Val-

ues Institute — is an annual gath-

ering of students from Augustin-

ian high schools. This year’s event 

took place at Providence Catholic, a 

1,000-student school in New Lenox, 

Illinois, about an hour south of the 

Windy City. Leading the VPS del-

egation were Head of School Nancy 

O’Sullivan, International Baccalaure-

ate Coordinator Sr. Rachel Yourgules, 

I.H.M, and Campus Minister Josh 

Kruse. 

“These institutes’ main goal is 

to give us a better understanding 

of who St. Augustine was and to 

deepen our appreciation of the core 

values of love, unity, and truth,” says 

Sr. Rachel. “We learn, pray, serve, 

and form community together.” 

Adds Maria Reed ’19, “SAVI was an 

amazing experience because I got to 

learn more about the Augustinian 

education and values and how I can 

apply this knowledge to Villanova’s 

community.”

As usual, SAVI consisted 

primarily of talks and discussions 

about the core values. “The SAVI 

experience was not to 

be talked at by adults,” 

explains Ashley Bates 

’19, “but it was to bond with our 

Augustinian peers, knock down 

barriers between adult and student, 

and learn about the real issues and 

natural beauty of the world and what 

we could do to partake.” Participants 

also worked on a service project at a 

food-bank distribution center, took a 

boat trip on the Chicago River to view 

the city’s architecture, and prayed 

at Providence’s life-sized Stations 

of the Cross. Each night ended with 

evening prayer and free time for the 

students to relax and visit. 

“On the last night we enjoyed 

a bonfire where the students 

prayed their special intentions and 

gratitude,” says Sr. Rachel. “The 

next day was Palm Sunday, so we 

celebrated Mass with a procession 

and held the closing ceremony.” 

Leaving, she adds, was the hardest 

part. “We could barely pull our 

students away!”

That’s because when students 

spend time with peers who share 

their Augustinian values, tight bonds 

form fast. “I made many meaningful 

friendships with students from 

across the United States and Canada 

that will last a lifetime,” said Maria. 

As Ms. O’Sullivan described it, “SAVI 

is an amazing opportunity for our 

students to do something they will 

never forget.” 

And while only a few students 

get to attend SAVI, the whole 

Villanova community benefits from 

their pilgrimage. “The students all 

love this experience because it gives 

them a greater understanding of 

what it is to be Augustinian,” says 

Sr. Rachel. “They bring back many 

ideas with enthusiasm to deepen our 

core values at Villanova Preparatory 

School.”
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GREAT LAKES REGION COLLEGE TOUR

Eight Campuses in Five Days
The seven Villanova juniors and 

six sophomores who participated 

in Villanova’s Great Lakes Region 

College Tour arrived at Los Angeles 

International Airport, early in the 

morning of April 17, as Wildcats. But 

in short order they would try out life 

as Maroons, Fighting Irish, Saints, 

Hornets, Wolverines, Fighting Illini, 

Boilermakers, and — once more —

Wildcats. 

In five days the crew visited 

eight schools: University of Chicago, 

University of Notre Dame, Holy 

Cross College, Kalamazoo College, 

University of Michigan, University 

of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, 

Purdue University, and Northwestern 

University. They toured the 

campuses, met with college officials, 

and experienced just a sampling 

of the great breadth of educational 

opportunities available to them after 

Villanova Preparatory School. 

Led by Director of College 

Counseling Marissa Carroll and 

her husband, Craig, a teacher in 

the English Department, the crew 

traversed three states in five nights, 

staying in four different hotels along 

the way. A highlight of the trip 

came at Purdue, where the students 

met up with an old friend, Sewon 

Park ’16, who joined them for lunch 

and answered questions about his 

transition from a VPS senior to a 

Purdue freshman.

“The final group photo shows how 

much students enjoyed the campuses 

they toured,” says Mrs. Carroll. 

“Students were traveling home in 

spirit wear from the University of 

Chicago, University of Illinois, Notre 

Dame, Purdue, and University of 

Michigan. We in the Counseling 

Department look forward to students 

continuing to build their résumés 

for successful application to the 

universities from our visits!”
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STUDENTS & FACULTY RELAX AT BEACH DAY 2017

Pacific Breeze
 

When a school is located just 

miles from the Pacific Ocean, it’s 

important, every once in a while, 

to take a break from the rigorous 

schedule of classes, games, practices, 

and exams, and take advantage of the 

surrounding natural beauty. Wildcats 

got just such an opportunity when the 

entire school, students and faculty 

alike, paid a visit to Rincon Beach in 

Carpinteria on April 28.

A beloved annual VPS tradition, 

Beach Day offers a much-needed 

respite while uniting students and 

teachers in recreation and relaxation. 

Most of the seniors drove themselves 

to the event, while everyone else 

traveled in buses from campus. 

Once there, they enjoyed swimming, 

volleyball, and a pizza lunch. There 

was even a “powderpuff” football 

game, in which the freshman and 

sophomore women squared off against 

their junior and senior counterparts.
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NOVA THESPIANS WOW AUDIENCES WITH SHREK THE MUSICAL

“This is how a Dream Comes True”
 

Villanova’s music director, Dr. 

Sloan Hoffmann, always thinks big 

when it comes to the spring musical, 

and Spring 2017 was no exception.

Despite a shortened schedule — 

this year’s production would run about 

three weeks earlier than in years past 

— “Doc Hoff” went with the ambitious 

choice of Shrek the Musical. The cast, 

which includes nearly every fairy-tale 

character imaginable, from the Three 

Bears to the Three Little Pigs to the 

Three Blind Mice, required some 60 

performers and crew members.

Adding to the challenge, this 

was the year that California received 

some greatly needed relief from its 

longstanding drought — a blessing for 

the environment, but a great challenge 

to a cast and crew that had to maintain 

sets and conduct rehearsals in an 

outdoor amphitheater! Nonetheless, 

the students battled drenching 

downpours and mighty winds to turn 

in a fabulous series of performances 

from March 30 to April 2.

“There was a tremendous amount 

of energy and effort flowing every 

day,” says Dr. Hoffmann, and that 

energy and effort enabled the cast 

and crew to overcome all obstacles. 

The result was soaring applause at 

every performance.

 “I feel incredibly blessed that the 

students and I created what I believe 

to be our biggest, most outstanding 

show yet,” Dr. Hoffmann continues. 

“Thank you to all the students who 

made Shrek an amazing show!”

In the lead role of Shrek, the 

giant ogre who wants only to be 

left alone, yet becomes a reluctant 

hero, was Marcus Braun ’19. Rhett 

Speer ’20 played the role of his wise-

cracking but oddly charming sidekick, 

Donkey. Seniors Nique Salapare 

and Margaux Sullivan took turns as 

Fiona, the princess-turned-unlikely-

love-interest who must escape the 

cowardly villain, Farquaad, played 

brilliantly by Guyon Perez ’18.

“This year was a bittersweet 

year for me because these dedicated 

and exceptionally talented seniors 

were my first class, and seeing them 

perform in their final musical was 

both rewarding and difficult, as I 

cannot imagine shows without them,” 

Dr. Hoffmann reflected. “That said, 

I was incredibly excited to have a 

large group of talented freshmen and 

sophomores participate, so the future 

is very bright in the performing-arts 

department!”
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PRIDE AND UNITY

With New Facilities, VPS Track Team Shows 
New Energy & Vigor
By Maria Reed ’19

On the first day of practice, 

something was already different. 

Students, many of whom had never 

participated in the sport before, 

waited eagerly to meet their new 

coach and start training on the new 

track. The 2017  Villanova track 

team, consisting of 52 members, is 

the largest the school has fielded in 

decades. In addition to numbers, this 

year’s team had a new sense of energy 

and excitement that motivated 

members to grow as athletes who 

reflect Villanova’s core values, 

growing together in unity.

“My favorite part of any season 

is seeing the camaraderie of the 

athletes,” says Marissa Carroll, sprint 

and assistant coach. For example, she 

cited the team’s three 4x400 relay 

squads, each consisting of hurdlers, 

distance runners, sprinters, and 

throwers. “Everyone was represented, 

so everyone could see their individual 

running areas come together in one 

event. It was great, as a coach, to 

see all of our runners cheer for their 

fellow teammates and feel, as a team, 

the pride of being part of Villanova 

Track and Field.”

That pride was already palpable 

during the 4x400 at the first meet of 

the season. “Our varsity boys won that 

race, the last of the day, by about 20 

meters,” Coach Carroll  recalls. “And 

even though we didn’t win the meet, 

we felt like victors. I have never heard 

the team scream ‘NOVA!’ so loud as I 

heard at the end of that meet.”

The Wildcats demonstrated 

pride and unity in representing their 

school at every practice and meet by 

enthusiastically cheering for each 

other, running back and forth across 

the field to encourage teammates on 

both sides of the track, and supporting 

each other regardless of the results. “I 

enjoyed getting to know each athlete 

and watch their improvement,” says 

Head Coach Colin Hacker. “It was 

fun to see how excited, nervous, and 

resilient each student was during 

competition.”

 

A NEW SURGE OF ENERGY

Much of this energy and pride 

likely came from the excitement 

over the school’s new track, which 

was installed last summer. That 

excitement is evident in the increased 

number of students who came out for 

the team this year. “This is the first 

time we have had a large enough 
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team that we had to segregate varsity 

and freshman/sophomore boys,” says 

Coach Carroll. “We also had enough 

athletes to run the 4x400m relay for 

each level at each meet, which hasn’t 

happened in a long time.”

“The new track is beautiful and 

inspirational. It is a fast surface and 

perfect for running on in difficult 

conditions,” says Coach Hacker. “It 

will allow athletes to train at their 

full potential and during inclement 

weather.” It will also reduce injury 

and increase students’ dedication, he 

says, as students now practice with 

top-of-the-line equipment. 

Coach Carroll agrees. Thanks 

to the new jumping pit, she says, 

the team was able to participate for 

the first time this year in the triple 

jump. She also notes that the new 

hurdles no doubt played a role in the 

dramatically improved times that 

students were able to achieve in that 

event this year. “We now have the 

facilities to put us on par with our 

competitors,” she says.

This season the team was 

able to improve and accomplish 

considerable results, ranking sixth 

in league for boys and girls varsity, 

and fourth in league for freshman-

sophomore boys. Several students 

qualified for CIF Prelims, including 

two freshmen, Joshua Salomon and 

Jamison Lerma.

“I think it’s a privilege that 

I’m able to go to CIF my first year 

because others might not ever get 

to experience CIF for their whole 

time in high school,” Josh says. “I’m 

very grateful and very excited to be 

going!” He is most excited, he says, 

for “the challenge” and also getting 

to see his friend Jamison compete in 

the hurdles.

 

LOOKING AHEAD

With the success of this year’s 

season, the team is looking ahead 

to setting goals for next year. The 

new track and the determination 

and dedication of the team members 

portend a positive outlook for the 

future. The team and coaches hope 

to host a league meet at Villanova 

within the next few years, and 

Coach Hacker plans to start a cross-

country program in the fall, which 

would improve runners’ abilities and 

prepare them for track season in the 

spring.

Reflecting on 2017, Coach 

Hacker says he is “happy with how 

the season went.” He is especially 

impressed by the improvement of 

the younger athletes and the might 

of the small girls team. “I am proud 

of the athletes for their dedication 

to the team, [for] helping each other 

improve, and for their willingness to 

contribute to the team,” he says.

Overall, this season was exciting 

and invigorating for the track and 

field team, filled with energy and new 

opportunities. With perseverance, 

unity, and hard work, the future for 

track and field looks bright.
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Wildcat Sports Roundup 2016-17
BOYS

 OVERALL LEAGUE
 RECORD RECORD

FOOTBALL 8-3 2-2
SOCCER 5-11-1 2-9-1
WATER POLO  14-7 6-4
VARSITY BASKETBALL 7-15 2-8
JV BASKETBALL 6-9 4-5
TENNIS 0-8 0-8
BASEBALL  5-12 2-8

GIRLS
 OVERALL  LEAGUE 
 RECORD RECORD

VOLLEYBALL 0-14 0-11
SOCCER 0-18 0-13
VARSITY WATER POLO 16-11 6-0
JV WATER POLO 4-0 0-0
BASKETBALL 0-21 0-14
TENNIS 11-10 9-3
SOFTBALL 6-6 4-6

 GOLF (BOYS/GIRLS)    7-5 OVERALL RECORD   |   5-0 LEAGUE RECORD
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HEAD OF SCHOOL

Nancy 
O’Sullivan 
Takes on New 
Role, Title

Last summer, as Nancy 

O’Sullivan prepared to succeed Carol 

Hoffer as Villanova’s headmaster, 

she received some unexpected news: 

Citing personal reasons, the school’s 

president was stepping down and 

returning to his native Midwest. With 

the new academic year only weeks 

away, Villanova was without a chief 

administrator and fundraising officer.

So what did Ms. O’Sullivan, the 

brand new, incoming headmaster, 

decide to do? Why, take on the job 

herself, of course. After all, she’s a 

Wildcat.

The school’s Augustinian 

overseers, including Prior Provincial 

Rev. Kevin Mullins, O.S.A., and 

Director of Education Rev. John 

Keller, O.S.A., met with Ms. O’Sullivan 

to consider ways they could manage 

the changes in administration. “We 

got together and discussed whether 

to rush out and get a new president,” 

recalls Ms. O’Sullivan. “We decided 

not to.”

Rather than risk making the 

wrong hire in haste, they decided 

to tap into Ms. O’Sullivan’s own, 

considerable expertise as an 

educational administrator. Before 

coming to work at Villanova 

Preparatory School, she was for four 

years the principal of Holy Family 

High School in Glendale, California 

— a position that included many of 

the functions traditionally associated 

with a school president.

“It was not until my last year 

at Holy Family that we were able to 

hire a development director, so for 

my first three, I also served that role, 

and then I oversaw the development 

director for that final year,” she says. 

“I applied for grants and worked 

with foundations. I learned how to 

do finance and budgeting. And I 

focused on making and bolstering the 

relationships that are at the heart of 

development work.”

The double duty at Holy Family 

was challenging, she admits, but she 

is glad to have undergone it. “It was a 

lot of work doing both jobs, but it gave 

me the experience to step in when 

Villanova needed me,” she says. “So I 

am very grateful for having had that 

opportunity.”

The new arrangement at 

Villanova, in which Ms. O’Sullivan 

performs the functions of both 

headmaster and president, has 

proved remarkably successful. Not 

only have the school’s academics 

continued to flourish, but under Ms. 

O’Sullivan’s direction, last year VPS 

raised all the funds needed to build 

the new arts center. (See page 29.) 

It also achieved — for the first time 

in school history — a 100 percent 

giving rate among faculty and staff, 

reflecting strong internal confidence 

in school leadership.

After one year, the Augustinian 

Order and Villanova’s Board of 

Directors have found this new 

structure to be so successful that they 

are making it permanent.
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Head of School Nancy O’Sullivan with Prior Provincial Very Rev. Kevin 
Mullins, O.S.A.
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Effective this summer, Ms. 

O’Sullivan is assuming the role 

of Villanova’s Head of School. 

The position, like her old title of 

headmaster, includes oversight of 

academics, plus the administrative 

duties that formerly belonged to the 

president, such as advancement, 

finance, campus ministry, and 

admission. “It is, essentially, the 

model we ran on this past year, only 

now with the formal title,” says Ms. 

O’Sullivan. “A lot of boarding schools 

around here use a head of school 

model, so we are in good company.”

As part of its administrative 

restructuring, the school is also 

creating two new positions that will 

work directly under Ms. O’Sullivan. 

Serving as the new Assistant Head 

of School – Academics will be Brian 

Grisin, previously the chair of the 

Religion Department, who will 

oversee the faculty, college and 

guidance counseling, the registrar, 

and technology. (See page 27.) Ricardo 

Olivares, the school’s director of 

athletics and director of resident life, is 

now also assuming the new position of 

Assistant Head of School – Students, 

in which he will be responsible for 

residential life, athletics, discipline, 

and student activities. (See page 28.)

“Brian and Ricardo have both 

been such dependable, committed 

leaders at this school,” says Ms. 

O’Sullivan. “We could not ask for 

better educators to take on these new 

roles.”

The 2016-17 academic year, she 

says, was largely focused on adapting 

to the new governance structure. “One 

of the school’s core values is unity, 

and even though this past year was 

kind of a transition year, it has also 

really been a great time of unifying 

the whole campus, and I mean 

everyone, from the staff members, to 

the teachers, to the residential staff.”

With the new model in place, Ms. 

O’Sullivan is hopeful that the next 

year — and those that follow it — can 

be a time of great growth for Villanova. 

With Mr. Grisin providing guidance 

to the faculty, she hopes to place a 

greater emphasis on development, 

including the hiring of a fulltime 

director of the department. “We have 

a good structure, which is important, 

but even more important, we have a 

great group of people working here,” 

she says. “I’m really looking forward 

to seeing what we can accomplish.”

Villanova’s new leadership team: Assistant Head of School – 
Academics Brian Grisin, Head of School Nancy O’Sullivan, and 

Assistant Head of School – Students Ricardo Olivares
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ASSISTANT HEAD OF SCHOOL – ACADEMICS

Brian Grisin: A Commitment 
to Catholic Education 

By Lauren Graf  ’17 

 

Having served as a religion 

teacher at Villanova for 18 years — 

and chair of the Religion Department 

for the last two — Brian Grisin 

is now prepared to take on a new 

position: Assistant Head of School – 

Academics.

Mr. Grisin’s background in 

education and his dedication to 

students’ academic success began 

nearly two decades ago, when he 

was studying for the priesthood at 

St. John’s Seminary in Camarillo, 

California. During this time, he found 

that God was not calling him to the 

priesthood, but rather to find another 

way to serve Him.

At St. John’s, students had a 

community-service requirement, and 

in his last semester of his final year, 

Mr. Grisin was assigned to teach 

weekly religion classes at La Reina 

High School in nearby Thousand 

Oaks. As he found himself eager 

to teach every week, he quickly 

discovered his passion for education. 

This experience, he says, led him to 

pursue a profession in teaching, and 

he believes that God placed him at 

La Reina to discover his calling as a 

teacher in a Catholic school.

In his final month at the 

seminary, Mr. Grisin applied for 

different teaching positions in 

California, choosing those closest to 

his family in Monterey. However, he 

was drawn to an advertisement he 

saw from a certain private Catholic 

school in Ojai that was searching 

for a religion teacher. He decided 

that Villanova Preparatory School 

was the best fit for him, despite the 

distance from home, and he was soon 

hired as a full-time religion teacher 

and director of campus ministry.

In the fall of 1998, Mr. Grisin 

taught his first religion class at VPS. 

During his time here, he has proved 

himself a valued leader in the school 

community, showing his concern 

for students’ education through his 

tireless teaching efforts.

This spring, when the assistant 

head of school position opened 

up — and after receiving much 

encouragement from his colleagues — 

Mr. Grisin informed Head of School 

Nancy O’Sullivan of his interest in 

taking on the responsibility. Having 

completed his master’s degree in 

education and earning a Catholic 

School Administration Certificate 

at Loyola Marymount University in 

2016, he is well-prepared for this new 

role. Through his studies, he says, 

he has come to better appreciate 

the mission of a Catholic school in 

providing high-quality education to a 

diverse student body and integrating 

faith into the school’s curriculum. In 

April the National Catholic Education 

Association selected him to lead two 

sessions at its national conference in 

St. Louis, Missouri.

As Assistant Head of School – 

Academics, Mr. Grisin’s primary 

responsibility will be to ensure 

that Villanova students receive the 

best possible academic experience, 

one that builds an educational 

foundation for college and beyond. 

He has great faith in his fellow 

teachers’ abilities, and he aims to 

offer them the necessary affirmation 

and support so that they can 

continue to provide a challenging 

and engaging education for 

their students. He also hopes to 

encourage the faculty to seek further 

professional development and to 

experiment with new methodologies 

in their classes. 

“We all can learn something 

new that will help provide a quality 

education for the students,” he says.

Although he is taking on a 

new role in the school community, 

Mr. Grisin will continue to teach 

religion as well as the International 

Baccalaureate Theory of Knowledge 

class. 

“My passion is teaching,” he 

says, “and I desire to stay connected 

to the classroom.”
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ASSISTANT HEAD OF SCHOOL – STUDENTS

Ricardo Olivares: 
On and Off the Field
By Kambria Tenpenny ’18

 

“Life is like a box of chocolates. 

You never know what you’re gonna 

get.”

While many may recognize 

this phrase as a famous line from 

Forrest Gump, Ricardo Olivares uses 

these words to describe his daily 

interactions with VPS students. As 

the school’s director of athletics and 

director of resident life — and now 

also its Assistant Head of School 

– Students — Mr. Olivares’ strong 

connection with his students is 

demonstrated through all of his work 

at Villanova Preparatory School.   

Growing up, it was his own 

experiences as a student athlete 

that inspired Mr. Olivares to pursue 

a career working with youth. His 

sixth-grade teacher, Sr. Dooling, 

was his favorite, he explains with a 

smile, “because we had P.E. every day 

after lunch.” His passion for athletics 

flourished when he was a student at 

Riverside Notre Dame High School, 

where played baseball and football, 

enjoying the sense of community that 

being on a team provided. 

“I just had great mentors in my 

life and I’ve always wanted to give 

back,” he says. “I also really enjoy 

talking with students every day.” 

Regularly communicating with 

his students, he finds, is essential 

in his role as an educator. As every 

individual has a different learning 

style, he explains that it is important 

to understand the unique ways 

students process information. “I have 

to come up with different methods 

and pedagogy to engage each student 

to reach their full potential,” he says. 

In his history classes, he aims to make 

the material as fun and intriguing 

as possible so that students remain 

engaged throughout the lesson.

Of course, engaging today’s 

students requires keeping up with 

the rapidly evolving technology of 

the classroom — which, he admits, 

can be a challenge. Yet offsetting this 

difficulty are his great energy and 

dedication to try new things. Through 

this innovative spirit, he creates an 

enriching learning environment for 

all of his students. 

Mr. Olivares’ 
passion for 
education carries 
beyond the 
classroom and onto 
the athletic field. 

Under his tutelage the Villanova 

football program has begun to make 

a name for itself, reaching the second 

round in the CIF playoffs last year 

— a fact his players overwhelmingly 

attribute to their coach.

“He really motivates me because 

he recognizes my abilities and pushes 

me to do my best, which in turn, helps 

the team’s overall performance,” 

explains linebacker Patrick Thurston 

’18. With a master’s in athletic 

administration from Concordia 

University, Mr. Olivares has a proven 

recipe for success based on instructive 

criticism. He is always prepared with 

a specific schedule to keep his players 

on track, helping them to improve 

both on and off the field.

Key to aiding his students is 

teaching Villanova’s core value of 

unity. Mr. Olivares is famous for 

encouraging his students and athletes 

to understand and appreciate what 

each individual has to offer. He knows 

that, in building a united team, the 

whole is greater than the sum of its 

parts. 

That is true for family life, too. 

One of Mr. Olivares’ favorite hobbies 

is spending quality time with his four 

children. He enjoys watching his sons 

play sports and his daughters dance 

on stage. Whether as a teacher, coach, 

or father, Mr. Olivares is an important 

figure in the Villanova family who 

strives to make the campus the most 

inviting atmosphere possible. 
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CONSTRUCTION TO BEGIN FOR VPS ART CENTER

Coming Soon!
Thanks to the generous support of 

Villanova’s many donors, the school’s 

new, 2,000-square-foot Art Center 

will soon be a reality.

“We have raised the money, 

finalized the plans, and applied for 

permits with the county,” says Head 

of School Nancy O’Sullivan. “We can 

begin construction as soon as we get 

final approval, and the Art Center 

should be completed by January, 

2018.”

For the last year, school officials 

have conducted an in-depth discovery 

and planning process, which includes 

multiple site visits to other schools’ 

art facilities, as well as researching 

details regarding the building process 

and costs. “We visited the University 

of California, Santa Barbara, and 

other high schools in the area, as well 

as art centers throughout Ventura 

County,” says Ms. O’Sullivan. “We 

also received much input from our 

art instructor, Casey Grant, as well 

as parents and members of the Board 

of Directors who have an expertise in 

art. All this advice has enabled us to 

settle on a plan that is the best fit for 

our school.”

The Art Center will occupy what 

has been a covered, outdoor eating 

area between Cantwell and Austin 

Halls. “It will be a large, open space 

with movable tables and equipment 

so that we can make the space be what 

we need, as we need it,” explains Ms. 

O’Sullivan. The building will provide 

room for club meetings, projects, and 

theater-set work, as well as a kiln for 

pottery, an outdoor patio, and large 

windows that will bring in the beauty 

and serenity of the Villanova campus 

to inspire students while they create. 

The kiln will allow for the addition 

of a ceramics course to the VPS fine-

arts-program, and by freeing up 

the current art space in Yant Hall, 

the Art Center will make room for 

a development lab for the school’s 

robotics program. Meanwhile, plans 

for a new shaded, outdoor eating area 

are in the works.

“I’m hopeful that the Art Center 

will let us display more of the students’ 

art work, especially on the patio and 

throughout the building for fine-arts 

showcases,” adds Ms. O’Sullivan. “We 

have some phenomenal students who 

are very artistic, and we would like to 

show that off more!”

On behalf of the Province of St. Augustine, Br. Mike Bube, O.S.A, and     
Rev. John Keller, O.S.A., present a donation to Villanova Head of School 
Nancy O’Sullivan for the new Art Center.
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Family of Giving Mid-Year Report
JULY 1, 2016 – DECEMBER 31, 2016

Note: We have made every effort to ensure that the list of donors and contributors is complete and correct. Please 

contact us with any corrections. We welcome your comments and suggestions. Thank you to all our donors for your 

support!

Elena Abrena
Hannah Adams ’87
Miguel Ahumada and Annika Forester
Amazon Donations
Laura and Victor Angulo
Suzanne and Robert Arce
Sylvia (Lopez) ’85 and Rafael Arriaga
Dennis Arteaga
Christina Atchley ’09
Cheryl and Lawnie Bailey ’64 
Veronica and Brian Bates
Susan and David Bender ’74
David Bender Sr.
Jessica and Jay Benson
Alison and Robin Bernhoft
Patty and Tod Berryman
Karin Best ’76 and Ronald Rogowski 
Barbara and Rene Biane ’47 
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Eric Bond
Wendy and Herman Bond ’82 
Kimberly Booth ’89 
Heidi and Michael Bradbury
Nikki and Dave Branam
Bea and Dennis Braun
Sean Brawley ’78
Karen and Dave Brubaker
Br. Michael Bube, O.S.A.
Tim Bunce
Mary and Scott Buonocore
Elise Burgett
Brian Burke ’88
Carolyn Quarrier Burke
Georganne and William Burke
Alicia and Franco Campana
Susan Cheryl Campbell
Marissa and Craig Carroll
Claire Carty
Amy and Paul Cassedy
Tracy Tabor Cavalletto ’80
Jeffrey Chandler ’65

Aimin Chen and Yunli Tian
Liang Chen and Hui Zhao
Yan Chen
Mary Lou and Jess Cirino
Amy and Donald Clark
Bettina and Gil Colmenar
Carol and William Copley ’47 
Shawn and Andrew Cottam
Jane and Ted Cotti
Anne Marie and Robert Crotty ’88 
Olivia and Ernest Cruz ’62 
Custom Printing
Ronnelle and James Czuleger ’57 
Debby and Patrick Daily
Heather and Milton Daily, Jr. ’56 
Elizabeth and Bob DeClerk ’79 
Rodrigo Del Cid
Annmaria and Dennis De Mars
Gina Marie and Agustin Depakakibo
Bertha and Greg Devereaux
Catherine Devine-Dulka
Jean and Robert Deyling ’78 
Graal and Denny Diaz
Judith Diaz
Donna and Richard Dieterle ’60 
Sandy Jeanne Dietrich
Barbara and Mike Donohue
Neil Dorward ’47
Kathy and William Dougherty ’61 
DST Systems Matching Gift
Bobbi and Don Dufau
Gordon Durenberger
Betty Ebers
LCDR & Dr. Neil Ebuen
Lynda and Jerry Edmonds
Bridget (Moll) ’91 and Aaron Fabbian
Sarah and John Federico
James Ferry ’51
James Finley
Laurie Sue Fitzgerald
Suzzanne and Theodore Fleet

Claudia and Flint Garth ’59 
Arthur Flores
Cynthia Kathryn Frings
Elizabeth and Frank Frost
Angela Frost-Hartke
Brian Galetto
Mary Gallagher
Gallardo and Associates, CPA
Tianliang Gao and Yongping Zhou
Lupe Garcia
Marisela and Ivan Garcia
Madeleine Gere
Maureen and Thomas Ginella ’56 
Dawn and Mark Golden
Karen and Lindal Graf
Carly Grether ’09
Mike Greynald
Rosalind Grimm
Massiel and Brian Grisin
Nicki and Tyler Hart
Anne and Joseph Haschka ’67 
Darla and James Hawks ’81 
Xia and Gang He
Julie Hedrick
Brian Herlocker
Carol and Richard Hoffer
Donna and John Holroyd ’56 
Jennifer and Christopher Horsman ’67 
Tessa and Darryl Hottinger
Derk Hunter ’50
Kumiko and William Irion
Linda and William James, Jr. ’64
Jon Jensen ’51
Barbara and Al Johnson
Amanda and Gregory Jones ’97 
Kathie and Bruce Kaminski ’76 
Aki and Tatsuo Katagishi
Michael Kazmer ’79
Rev. John Keller, O.S.A.
Chuhyun Kim and Jeewoong Jun 
Hyungcho Kim and Sungmee Hong
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Sue and Peter Kiseskey ’57
Josh Kruse
Conny and Ed Kurtenbach
Lisa Dahl and James Kurtenbach ’75 
Leslea and Ronald LaGro ’78 
Amy and David Lamb ’71 
Mary and Miles Lang ’86 
Debra and Robert Launius
Gemima and Roberto Lauretta
Marilyn and Michael Lenehan
Lap Kee Leung ’83 and Judy Wai
Zi Jia Li
Wei Liu and Hong Li
Xiaozhen Liu
Laura and Jeffery Loebl ’79
Lisa and Jay Lopez
Tiffany Lopez ’00
Donna and William Lowes ’53 
G Jerry Lusich ’68
Nohad and Nadim Maida
Linda Lee Maigret
David Mam and Sopheap Lim
Ekaterina Igorevna Markelova
Catherine and Dominic Martin ’69 
Oribel O. Martinez
Luciann and Thomas Maulhardt ’62 
Dennis McCarthy
Reagan and Frank McCarthy ’82 
Kathleen McDougal
William Bernard McGonigle ’44 
Rachael and Donald McIntosh, Jr. ‘62 
Meribeth McIntyre-Greynald
Michael Megowan ’61
Alfonso Mendez and Maria Ayala
Manuel Perez Mendez and Isabel Cota
Denise and Aaron Menne
Patricia and Mercer Robert ’67 
James Alan Millage
Penny and Joseph Mirkovich ’57 
Olga and Burkhard Moll
Candice and Roberto Montalvo ’65 
Duane Montgomery
Elizabeth and Marcus Moore
Katherine and Frank Moreno
Very Rev. Kevin Mullins, O.S.A.
Julia Munoz
Rene Munoz
Eliza Nagle ’93
Richard Xuan Nguyen and Monica Lyn 
May
Patricia and Bob Norris

Alicia Ogden ’01
Ojai Community Bank
Ricardo Olivares
Nancy O’Sullivan
Armand Paez and Valeri Cirino-Paez
Deborah and Alex Palmer
Thomas Parks ’43
Party Pleasers, Inc.
Marijo and Patrick Pascua
Sara Elena Pelaez
Magnolia and Leo Pena
Manuel Perez ’85
Hank Peterson and Susanne Ramos
Susan and Michael Poland
Raymond Pomada ’48 
Chieh-Ting Pu ’16 
Siyu (Era) Qian ’13 
Charles Quinn ’51 
Bob Rall
Eileen and Johannes Ramirez
Sharon and Joel Reed
Rebeca and Israel Reyes
Carrie and Michael Richards
Amy Richardson
Daniel Macias Rios
Martha and Eduardo Rivas
Annette and Wilfrid Roberge, Jr. ’57 
Mandy and Jim Roberts
Tod Roe
Kathleen and Brian Roney
Zhuo Rong
Kathryn Rowland
Mary-Jane and Jeff Ruggels ’86 
Rev. Dan Rupp
Cecilia and Ulf Sahle
The Saint Augustine Foundation
Michelle and Serafin Salomon, II
Roberta and Gary Schlegel
Anamaria and Robert Schmid
Peter Schreiner
Linda and Gary Schuman
William J. Shanbrom

Jeanette and Steve Shinsky
Signature Card Services
Debbie and John Simpson
Kathryn and Mark Speer
Jane Spiller
Brynn and Bryan Stotko
Marlin Stovesand ’12
Michele and Bernard Sullivan
Thomas J. Susanka, Jr.
Kristin and Richard Taylor
Sally Thomson
Wendy and Jerry Thurston
Jia Tian and Guihua Li
Stanley H. Tomchin
Sarah and Brian Turner
United Way California
Charles Utts
Nancy and Andy Ventura
Ventura Signs and Screens
Rev. Thomas Verber, O.S.A. 
Betty and Don Villafana
Esther and Tom Wachtell
Nancy and James Walker
Anna Walsh
Sara and Nicholas Walz ’59 
Guo Wei Wang and Fang Bao
Luxin Wang and Xiaowei Zhao
Xiayong Wang and Yan Chen
Yi Wang and Ying Fang
Jeffrey Wark ’61 
Dean Wigger and Christine Bednar
Terri and Tim Wolfe
Sandy and Jim Wooff
Rowena and Luther Wooldridge
Anne and Charles Wray ’49
Joseph Yamauchi
Jennifer and Greg Yenney
York Golf Management
Sr. Rachel Yourgules, I.H.M.
Rui Zhu and Jiang Li
Camilla Zoida
Salvador Zoida

WILDCAT WOW
For the first time, Villanova achieved 

100% GIVING this year among faculty, 

staff, and administration! Thank you!
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ANNUAL AUCTION 2017

Stars on Parade
 

The night of Saturday, March 25, 

was literally a red-carpet event for the 

friends of Villanova who turned out 

for the school’s 40th annual auction, 

with “Hollywood Nights: Letting Our 

Stars Shine” as its theme.

The event took place in the parish 

hall of Ojai’s St. Thomas Aquinas 

Church, decorated in a manner worthy 

of an Academy Awards show. The 

soiree featured both live and silent 

auctions, cocktails, an elegant dinner, 

and live entertainment, most notably 

an Elvis impersonator who sang a 

number of The King’s greatest hits. 

About 150 of the Villanova 

community’s biggest stars and 

starlets attended the event, wearing 

their Tinsel Town finest. Some guests 

dressed up as classic film characters, 

such as Lois Lane and Clark Kent, 

while others came decked out in old-

time Hollywood glam, complete with 

boas and ball dresses. In total these 

generous supporters raised $40,000 

for the school’s new Arts Center, 

which is set to open later this year. 

(See page 29.)

Thanks to very generous donors, 

there were many marvelous items 

available for the bidding. At the silent 

auction there were restaurant gift 

certificates, artwork, gift baskets, 

jewelry, and various excursions. 

The live auction offered a stay at 

Santa Barbara’s El Encanto Hotel, 

a Disneyland getaway, and an all-

expense paid, two-week vacation 

to the Philippines. There was also 

bidding for some truly unique 

treasures that cannot be purchased 

anywhere else, such as front-row 

seating at graduation, an upper-level 

parking spot, a VIP table for next 

year’s auction, and a French dinner 
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(L) Holly Roberts and Sharon Reed hold up two of the treats available at the 
dessert auction.

for eight hosted by Nurse Abrena.

Even desserts were on the auction block, 

with tables bidding for their top choice among 

a dazzling assortment of cakes and pies, all 

baked by Villanova families and arranged by 

VPS mom Patricia Avila. “The auction was a 

great success, thanks to the efforts of so many 

volunteers, especially our amazing co-chairs, 

Reagan McCarthy and Karen Graf,” said Head 

of School Nancy O’Sullivan.

“As senior parents, our hearts are heavy 

as we conclude our fundraising efforts for 

Villanova,” wrote Mrs. McCarthy and Mrs. 

Graf in a note to all those who helped to make 

the auction possible. “It has been a rewarding 

experience these past four years — not only to 

have a successful outcome but to also be part of 

the wonderful Villanova community.”

Head of School Nancy O’Sullivan 
welcomes guests.

Head of School Nancy O’Sullivan with Francis “Bud” Scully ’46 
and Rev. John Keller, O.S.A., the honorees at this year’s auction 
in recognition of their many years of support and service to VPS
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The Gold Sponsor
$1,500

Includes 8 guest tickets

The Platinum Sponsor
$2,250

Includes 10 guest tickets

The Silver Sponsor
$500

Includes 4 guest tickets

Ticket Registration/Event Sponsorship Form
c  Platinum Sponsor         c  Gold Sponsor          c  Silver Sponsor 

c    I can’t attend, but please accept my donation of $___________.

c    I would like to purchase _____ tickets ($75 each) to attend the auction.

Company Name: _______________________________________ Contact: ___________________________ Title: __________________

Street: _______________________________________________ City, State, Zip: ____________________________________________

Phone: ____________________________ Website: _________________________ Email: _____________________________________ 

METhod of PayMENT:      Check enclosed for $__________      Check # ____________

Credit Card #: __________________________________________________________________________ Expiration date: ___________

Name on Credit Card: ____________________________________________________________________________________________

Billing address: _________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please email your ad in .jpg format to auction@villanovaprep.org.

Return this form to Villanova Preparatory School, attn: auction Chair, 12096 N. Ventura ave. ojai, Ca  93023. 
for more information, please contact VPS at 805.646.1464 ext. 126 or at auction@villanovaprep.org. 
Villanova Preparatory School is an approved non-profit organization (non-profit Tax Id: 95-1641972). 

Contributions are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law.

SPonSorShiP LeveLS

Eat, Drink 

Please join us for Villanova Preparatory School’s Annual Auction and Dinner 

and beGiving
October 21, 2017
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ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT

Technological & 
Social Impact Entrepreneur: 
Aldo Alvarez ’01

Nine years later, those words 

would prove prophetic. Hurricane Alex 

struck northeastern Mexico, taking at 

least 51 lives, causing some $2 billion 

in damage, and leaving chaos and 

destruction in its wake. The residents 

of his hometown were in great need, 

and Mr. Alvarez wanted to help.

The problem was, how? “Living 

in New York City at the time, I found 

it difficult to financially support the 

disaster-relief efforts in a quick and 

efficient manner,” he recalls. He 

struggled to find the appropriate 

charities on the Internet, and when he 

found them, most lacked the means to 

process online donations.

Over the next six months Mr. 

Alvarez would investigate the 

problem more deeply, discovering that 

90 percent of the websites that were 

set up to distribute aid in Mexico were 

obsolete, lacking payment processing 

and scalability. Of the nearly 7,000 

charitable entities authorized to 

receive donations, the vast majority 

needed to digitize their operations 

to improve collection mechanisms, 

simplify and expedite donation 

processing, and maintain contact with 

their donors. “There was a huge lack 

of technology within the sector, which 

prevented nonprofits from reaching 

their potential,” he explains.

From this tragedy sprung forth a 

vision.

One year later, with the support 

of his lead investor, Facebook co-

founder Eduardo Saverin, Mr. 

Alvarez founded  aporta.org.mx, 

Mexico’s first website focused on 

digital philanthropy. Aporta enables 

charitable organizations to sustain 

themselves through secure online 

donations, while providing donors 

with the means to ensure that their 

gifts are put to good use. Contributors 

can track each gift they make and 

understand how the organizations 

they support use those resources. The 

platform also connects visitors with 

volunteer and work opportunities, 

as well as philanthropic events and 

options to make in-kind donations.

Aporta aims to become the official 

donation-processing site for all of 

Mexico. It currently connects donors 

with more than 600 charities and 

receives more than 750,000 monthly 

visitors, channeling millions of pesos 

in online donations. Aporta is also 

working to process donations from 

the United States and has the long-

term goal of expanding its reach to 

support charities based in other Latin 

American countries.

A native of Monterrey, Mr. Alvarez 

and his two sisters, Magda ’03 and 

Pamela ’07, moved to Ventura County 

when their father, an executive with 

SEMINIS in Oxnard, was transferred 

from the company’s facilities in 

Mexico. After graduating from VPS in 

2001, he earned a finance degree and a 

minor in accounting at the University 

of Texas at Austin. In 2006, he joined 

Bank of America in New York as an 

investment banker. From 2007 until 

he left to become the CEO of Aporta, 

he was part of two private equity 

firms, Palladium Equity Partners and 

Wyndham Global Partners. 

It was at Villanova, he says, that 

he developed his passion for serving 

the common good through his work. 

“Villanova Prep 
taught me to 
celebrate acceptance, 
diversity, and 
inclusion through 
its high volume 
of international 
students,” 
he says, “which I incorporate each 

day in the values of my social impact 

venture that focuses on philanthropy 

and those in need.”

“I’ll be in Monterrey, Mexico,” wrote Aldo Alvarez in his Class of 2001 

yearbook page. “So if anyone needs help in anything, you know where I am.”
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ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT

The Art and Business of Music: 
Jacob Greenspan ’15

When he graduated just two 

years ago, Jacob Greenspan ’15 was 

uncertain about what he would do 

in college and beyond, but he had 

little doubt that what he learned at 

Villanova would serve him well. “I 

think the core values I learned here 

— unitas, caritas, and veritas — will 

be part of me,” he said at the time. 

“With everything I do, I have them in 

mind. The values are notions that I 

use every day.”

He also knew that, whichever 

path his career took, music would be 

a big part of it. “I wasn’t exactly sure 

where I saw myself in the future,” he 

reflects. “I just knew I wanted to be in 

the music industry. I love it all. From 

songwriting and production to record 

label and publishing operations.”

Having recently completed his 

second year at Boston’s Berklee 

College of Music, he now has “a more 

clear picture of what I want to do,” 

he says. And music is still at the 

heart of it.

A gifted guitarist — no one 

will soon forget his performance 

of “Patience” with classmate Jack 

Evans at Commencement 2015 — 

Mr. Greenspan plays guitar and 

writes songs for The Neighborhood 

Thieves, which he formed with his 

best friend from his hometown of 

Montecito, California, who is now 

a fellow Berklee student. The rock 

band has played at prominent venues 

across the United States, such as 

The Troubrador in Hollywood, New 

York’s The Bitter End, and  Berklee’s 

Cafe 939. Additionally, he is the lead 

guitarist for singer/songwriter Lexxi 

Saal, with whom he has performed 

at the Playlist Live Music Festival in 

Washington, D.C., and in Orlando, 

Florida.

“That gets my creative side going, 

but I also am very interested in music 

business, as that is my declared major 

at Berklee,” says Mr. Greenspan. “I 

study trends in the music industry 

and am especially interested in 

management.”

Along with one of his friends, he 

has founded a production company out 

of his Boston apartment, Launchpad 

Productions, which offers high-quality, 

affordable audio and video production 

to Boston-based musicians, primarily 

fellow Berklee students. In his role 

as the company’s business manager 

and assistant engineer/producer, he 

oversees all business operations and 

customer relations, while also serving 

as an in-house producer. In just one 

year, Launchpad has produced more 

than 10 projects.

This summer he is returning to 

California to work on his music with 

The Neighborhood Thieves and Lexxi 

Saal. Additionally he is interning in 

the talent department at the Beverly 

Hills office of the Gersh Agency, one of 

the country’s preeminent  talent and 

literary agencies, which represents 

numerous award-winning actors, 

writers, producers, and directors. 

Amid his various other responsibilities 

he works as the social-media manager 

for actor Christopher Lloyd, best 

known for his role as Emmett “Doc” 

Brown in the Back to the Future series.

“ 
I owe Villanova 

credit for my 
preparedness 
because of the family 
the school creates,” 
says Mr. Greenspan.

“From meeting new friends from 

all parts of the world, to the personal 

connections I made with the teachers 

there, such as Mr. Bunce, I walked out 

of graduation with a strong sense of 

community and hope.”
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A Life of Service: 
Laura Eloyan ’01

 

An analyst at the Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention 

(CDC), Laura Eloyan ’01 works to 

protect the United States by helping 

to prevent, detect, and respond to 

infectious-disease threats. But before 

she was ever deployed as a disease 

detective — tracking down Ebola cases 

through dense jungle, doing strategic 

planning with foreign ministries 

of health, or pouring over complex 

budgets — she was volunteering at 

Villanova Prep. 

As an immigrant from the former 

Soviet republic of Armenia, Ms. 

Eloyan always felt grateful to be in the 

United States. “We moved to America 

right after the Berlin Wall fell and 

right before a horrible earthquake 

that killed many, many people,” she 

says. “I was always aware that I got 

this amazing life in the U.S. because 

my family lucked out. We were dirt 

poor when we moved here, but we had 

the opportunity to get a better life. 

Not everyone gets that chance.”

The first opportunity that she 

had to give back was volunteering 

at Villanova to organize dinners at 

a local homeless shelter. After that 

she was hooked; she signed up for 

fundraisers, walk-a-thons, bake sales 

— anything she could get involved in 

to make a difference. 

After graduating from Villanova 

she enrolled at Boston University, 

where she continued her involvement 

in volunteer activities, becoming 

president of the 

school’s chapter of 

Habitat for Humanity 

and riding a bicycle 

across the United 

States to raise money 

for housing poverty.  “One thing led to 

another,” she recalls. “Once you take 

on the challenge and see that you can 

build a house, you gain the confidence 

that you can bike 4,000 miles and 

build five houses. Why not?” 

With long-distance cycling on her 

résumé, she qualified for a position 

teaching fish-farming to Zambian 

farmers with the Peace Corps. “I 

was 12 kilometers from the nearest 

paved road, with no running water or 

electricity — but my village was the 

best place in the world. I biked about 

200 kilometers a week on bush roads 

that were inaccessible by car and got 

to meet some of the nicest and most 

hard-working people in the world.”

While hitchhiking back to her 

village from a crocodile farm, she was 

picked up by the former manager of 

Dire Straits who was in Zambia doing 

development work for a European 

organization. He told her he would 

hire her on the spot … if only she had 

an MBA.

That experience led her to get an 

MBA from Duquesne University in 

Pittsburgh, after which she was hired 

by CDC. In her current position, Ms. 

Eloyan supports a team of technical 

experts who help the United States’ 

foreign partners to connect and analyze 

data so as to identify outbreaks. “We 

work with 74 countries, and there are 

real challenges in each of those places 

to get them to where they can really 

harness the power of their data.” 

Ms. Eloyan is now preparing 

to take a promotion that will have 

her managing a large program that 

coordinates international emergency 

response and refugee efforts. “It is 

going to be a big challenge and a steep 

learning curve for me,” she says. 

“But anytime I am 
working with good 
people on a project I 
believe in, I’m right 
at home.”Ms. Eloyan lives in Atlanta with 

her husband, Joe, daughter, Valerie 

(1½), and dog, Bruno. She loves 

cooking, gardening, and spending 

as much time as she can with her 

stepkids, Alyssa (10), Nick (7), and 

Max (6). She spends the little free time 

that she has finishing up a master’s of 

public health and volunteering as a 

Big Sister. 
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CEO & Sportsman, 
Volunteer & Family Man: 
Gerry Morton ’91

Gerry Morton ’91 came to live in the dorm at Villanova 

in the fall of 1989, not sure what to expect. A resident of 

Manhattan Beach, California, he had never before been to a 

boarding school, and he was leaving a high school of more than 

2,000 students for one that then had about 250. 

Easing the transition, though, 

was his roommate, Alfredo Santini 

’91. 

“People often 
talk of how lifelong 
friendships are 
forged at Villanova. 
In this case it really 
is true,” 
says Mr. Morton. 

Years later, the two still laugh 

about their first meeting and 

reminisce about being groomsmen 

in each other’s weddings, how they 

reached the finals as partners in a 

collegiate business plans competition, 

and how they and their families have 

become lifelong friends.  

After graduating from Villanova, 

Mr. Morton set off for the University 

of Arizona, where he earned, cum 

laude, a bachelor of science in business 

administration. He then proceeded to 

obtain a master’s of science in nutrition 

at Clayton College, an executive MBA 

from the UCLA Anderson School of 

Management, and an entrepreneurial 

master’s degree at the Massachusetts 

Institute of Technology.

Today Mr. Morton is the 

CEO of EnergyFirst, an industry-

leading company that specializes 

in making all-natural nutritional 

supplements. The company is ranked 

by Inc. magazine as one of the fastest-

growing private corporations in the 

U.S. He is also a managing member 

of Greens Plus, another industry 

leader with over 1 million customers, 

which specializes in the production 

of energy/protein bars and superfood 

powders. 

For Mr. Morton, however, fitness 

is not just his business, it’s his life. The 

veteran of four Ironman Triathlons 

(including Hawaii), he has completed 

more than 30 marathons (including 

Boston), the Catalina Classic 32-mile 

paddleboard race, and numerous 

other top athletic competitions. He 

recently hiked the entire 230-mile 

John Muir Trail in just seven days. He 

is a recognized expert on the subjects 

of nutrition, peak performance, 

motivation, entrepreneurship, and 

empowerment.

Mr. Morton’s commitment 

to healthy living extends to his 

volunteer efforts. He is the president 

and chairman of the board for the 

Boy Scouts of America’s Greater 

Los Angeles Area Council, which 

serves over 26,000 youth through 

its network of more than 11,000 

adult volunteer leaders. In 2015 he 

received the Silver Beaver Award — 

the BSA’s highest honor, presented 

by individual councils to adults “who 

have made an impact on the lives of 

youth.”

Mr. Morton’s other charitable 

work includes two years as president 

of Viking Charities, which serves 

disadvantaged and physically 

challenged children in Southern 

California, delivering some 1,500 

food baskets to needy families each 

Christmas. He is additionally a 

Rotary board member and the past 

president of the Entrepreneur’s 

Organization in Los Angeles.

A private pilot, ship captain, 

and licensed real estate broker, Mr. 

Morton leads a thriving family life as 

a husband and father. “I look back at 

my time at Villanova fondly,” he says. 

“Those two years are among the most 

important and formative of my life.” 
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Graduates Again

Yun Fu ’11 has earned a bachelor’s 

degree in accountancy, information 

systems, and information technology, 

as well as a master’s in technology 

management, at the University 

of Illinois at Urbana–Champaign, 

receiving honor cords for the Beta 

Alpha Psi Honors Society. He has 

accepted a position in risk consulting 

at KPMG.

After completing his bachelor’s degree 

in Chinese language and international 

business at Georgetown University, 

Ian S. Borchard ’13 is heading to 

Hong Kong, where he will work for 

Jones Lang LaSalle in the Corporate 

Appraisal and Advisory Department. 

“I will most likely stay in Hong Kong 

for a number of years,” he says, but 

“that is yet to be determined.”

Shannon McComb ’13 has 

graduated from Rensselaer 

Polytechnic Institute with a degree in 

biomedical engineering and a minor 

in sustainability studies. She also 

received the school’s Willie Stanton 

Award, given to the senior who has 

contributed the most service to the 

student body. She is intends to study 

for the LSAT this summer. 

Semper Fi!
Before the San Diego Padres took to the field for their June 11 home game 

against the Kansas City Royals, the team paused to honor the men and women 

of the U.S. Armed Forces — including Clayton Norian ’16.

As part of Marine Corps Appreciation Day, the team saluted seven colleges 

students who were newly announced recipients of Naval Reserve Officer 

Training Corps scholarships. Among them, standing by home plate, was 

Clayton, recipient of a $180,000 scholarship, courtesy of the Corps, to Point 

Loma Nazarene University, where he will be a sophomore this fall. 

VPS Director of College Counseling Marissa Carroll, who wrote a 

recommendation for Clayton, was thrilled to learn of his good news. “He has 

strong values, upstanding character, and always was a leader among his 

peers,” says Mrs. Carroll. “I have no doubt he will go on to do great things for 

our country as a Marine Corps officer.”

Alumni: Please submit photos & updates to development@villanovaprep.org
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Wildkittens
Villanova Preparatory School is delighted to announce the births of the following alumni babies!

Nathan Raphael 
Hicks
December 31, 2016
Son of Janelle 
(Rohweller) ’06 and 
Brendan Hicks

Karina Renee Peterson
January 19, 2017
Daughter of Jeanette Mary Young ’99 
and Greg Peterson

Griffin (Finn) Michael Moore
February 16, 2017
Son of Brandi Pixler and Tim Moore ’97 

Laila Ray 
Truvillion
March 21, 2017
Daughter of Dana 
Rice ’98 and 
Charles Truvillion

Jasper Chung
April 29, 2017
Son of Ji-In Jamie Chung ’01

Lily Francis 
Keller
May 1, 2017
Daughter of Emily 
(Graham) ’02  and 
Daniel Keller

Cailyn Cho
May 2, 2016
Daughter of Candy Chung and 
Hyong-Chol Cho ’95

Mason Bryan Negrete
June 23, 2016
Son of Chelsea ’11 and Edward 
Negrete

Jonas Reich
August 29, 2016
Son of Emily and Rob Reich ’00

Daniel Schey 
September 13, 2016
Son of Ariella Blejer and Dan Schey 
’00 

Alexander Sperry Von Bargen
October 2, 2016
Son of Cindy Sperry ’02 and David 
Von Bargen

Kellen James Opgenorth
October 29, 2016
Son of Colleen O’Neill ’96 and Travis 
Opgenorth 

Truman Everett Parsons
November 20, 2016
Son of Erica Ogg ’00 and Greg 
Parsons

Etta Rae Byrd
May 2, 2017
Daughter of Natasha (Spinoff) and 
Alex Byrd ’06 

Eleni Louise Hawkins
December 22, 2016
Daughter of Melissa (Dymond) ’96 
and Stephen Hawkins

Delaney Jane Nunez
June 5, 2017
Daughter of Whitney (Jenks) ’02 and 
David Nunez

Kamila “Mila” Catherine Marme
June 19, 2017
Daughter of Kimberly and Kyle 
Marme ’03

Rye Hamilton 
Solorzano
June 19, 2017
Son of Kelly Lack 
and Jon Solorzano 
’00

Niki Blumberg ’02 and David 

Healy

July 1, 2016

North Hollywood, California

Bianca Terminello ’08 and 

Christopher James Walsh 

August 14, 2016

Oxnard, California

Sarah McCarthy ’02 and Bryan 

Garcia 

October 22, 2016 

Santa Ynez, California

Monica (Nunez) and Brian 

McKinney ’00 

May 6, 2017 

Moorpark, California

Ian Foutz ’98 and Patrick Gallegos

May 13, 2017

Somis, California

Sydney Malkin ’04 and Brandon 

Romero 

June 24, 2017

Los Olivos, California
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In Memoriam 

Miguel 
Granados 
Muniz ’17
1998 – 2016

At a heart-

rending  ceremony 

last November, Villanova Preparatory School awarded 

an honorary diploma to Miguel Granados Muniz ’17, who, 

sadly, would not live to see graduation day. A beloved 

member of the Wildcat community, Miguel died peacefully 

in his home on December 10, 2016, after courageously 

fighting leukemia for over three years.

Born October 21, 1998, to Teresa and Enrique 

Granados, Miguel lived most his life in Santa Ana, 

California. He attended Madison Elementary School, Villa 

Intermediate, and the Orme School in Mayer, Arizona, 

before coming to Villanova as a Better Chance Scholar. 

On campus, Miguel is remembered for his warm smile, 

his love of soccer, and his tremendous kindness. “A smile 

that lit Villanova hallways and campus like a warm and 

inviting fire on a calm mountain cabin,” recalls religion 

teacher Catherine Devine-Dulka. “It emanated from 

heart deep and massive.” Adds Director of Educational 

Resources Jane Cotti, “Miguel’s kind, loving, and gracious 

spirit will stay with us forever. He embraced Villanova like 

a warm hug, and he will be missed.”

Miguel is survived by his parents; devoted siblings, 

Cynthia and Ricky; and countless aunts, uncles, cousins, 

and friends. “Miguel was a living angel — always cheerful, 

helpful, prayerful, smiling, thoughtful,” says religion 

teacher Rev. Alvin Paligutan, O.S.A. “He has been missed 

here at Villanova already. Eternal rest grant unto him, 

O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon him. May his 

soul and all the souls of the faithful departed, through the 

mercy of God, rest in peace.”

Dr. Anthony 
Joseph Sabatino
1950 – 2017

“Learn from the 

past and plan for the 

future,” wrote Dr. 

Anthony Sabatino, 

Villanova Preparatory 

School’s headmaster from 2001 to 2009, “but remember 

to enjoy each day that you live in the present.”

These words, which Dr. Sabatino offered to members 

of the senior class in 2009, are a reflection of both how he 

lived his life and how he served the community — always 

learning, always working toward a better future, always 

making the most of each day.

Dr. Sabatino passed away on May 22, 2017, in Los 

Angeles. A native of Chicago, he earned his bachelor of 

science in education and master’s degree in educational 

administration at Northern Illinois University, then 

worked at several Illinois schools. He moved to Southern 

California in 1987, working for 11 years as associate 

principal at St. Augustine High School in San Diego and 

then 8 as Villanova’s headmaster.

In 2010 he earned his doctorate in education at 

California Lutheran University and joined the education 

faculty at Loyola Marymount University. He served on 

numerous Catholic school boards, and his leadership 

benefited many Catholic schools and organizations. “I 

visited with him back in February at LMU to pick his 

brain about our school and its history,” recalls VPS Head 

of School Nancy O’Sullivan. “He was a great Catholic 

man, very generous and very caring.”

Dr. Sabatino is survived by his wife, Connie; a 

daughter, Lisa Lange (and son-in-law Eric); two sons, 

Peter (and daughter-in-law Sara) and Nick (and daughter-

in-law Michelle); and three grandchildren, Maisie, 

Benjamin, and Luisa. 
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John Allen Winkelmann ’54
1936  – 2016

John Allen Winkelmann ’54 

passed away on October 5, 2016. In 

the 1954 Villanova yearbook, his 

classmates described him as not 

only “intelligent, well-read, [and] 

sophisticated” but also the “wise 

man of the History Class.” Yet Mr. 

Winkelmann’s talents were not only 

academic. The yearbook further 

recounted his “two ears for music, 

one for speech” and declared that 

his “perseverance and tenacity 

mark him for success.” A resident 

of Minnetonka, Minnesota, Mr. 

Winkelmann previously lived in St. 

George, Utah. He is survived by his 

wife, Patrice, and daughter, Muffy. He 

is predeceased by his son, Matthew.

Neal Franklin Johnson ’57 
1940 – 2016

A four-year student from Taft, 

California, Neal Franklin Johnson 

was known during his time at 

Villanova for being “an outstanding 

all-around athlete” as well as the 

winner of numerous athletic awards. 

He played four years of baseball and 

track, plus three of football, and was a 

two-year member of the Letterman’s 

Club.  In his senior year, he was the 

class president. Although the 1957 

Villanova yearbook reported that 

he “plans to enter into medicine,” 

his published obituary notes that he 

spent 41 years as a college professor. 

He and his wife, Patricia, lived in 

Reedley, California.

Vincent Willard France ’61
1943 – 2017

An Ojai resident, Vincent Willard 

France ’61 attended Villanova for all 

four years of high school. He obtained 

an AA degree from Ventura College 

and a bachelor’s from La Verne 

University before graduating from the 

FBI National Academy in Quantico, 

Virginia. He then began a career 

in law enforcement as a dispatcher 

for the Ojai Police Department, 

eventually serving as the city’s last 

appointed chief. He served for six 

terms on the Ojai School Board as well 

as on Villanova’s Board of Directors. 

He is survived by his wife of 31 years, 

B.J., 3 children, 9 grandchildren, and 

10 great-grandchildren.

Patrick Francis Flynn ’50
1932 – 2017

Patrick Francis Flynn ’50 died peacefully on April 18. At Villanova, he spent 

four years on the rifle club and swimming and tennis teams. He then served in 

the U.S. Marine Corps and earned an undergraduate degree at the University of 

Southern California. He married Nellie Ann Beatty, a Wisconsin native, and the 

couple went on to welcome 7 children, 23 grandchildren, and 5 great-grandchildren. 

A talented writer, Mr. Flynn had a successful career in public relations, working 

for a number of firms in the Southland as well as in Saudi Arabia and Houston, 

Texas, before retiring to Yorba Linda, California.



September 21, 2017 

Grandparents Day
Mass and luncheon for current Villanova Prep 

grandparents.

11:00 a.m.

September 29, 2017  

Homecoming Tailgate and Football Game
Open to the public.

October 21, 2017  

Auction to Benefit Villanova
Open to the public. www.villanovaprep.org/donate

November 16-19, 2017   

Fall Play
Open the the public. Tickets ($10 each) at 

www.villanovaprep.org/donate

December 4, 2017 

Posada  
Open to the public,  reserved seating for Villanova Club 

members,  5:30 p.m.

March 22-25, 2018 

Spring Musical
Open the the public. Tickets ($10 each) at 

www.villanovaprep.org/donate

May 4, 2018 

Wildcat Classic Golf Tournament
Benefits the Wildcate Athletic Dept. At Soule Park, open 

to the public. For more information, call (805) 646-1464, 

ext. 126 or email development@villanovaprep.org.

June 1, 2018 

Baccalaureate Mass
Open to the public. St. Thomas Aquinas Church, 7:00 p.m.

June 2, 2018 

Commencement
Open to the pulic. On campus, 11:00 a.m.

June 23, 2018 

Wildcat BBQ
Email alumni@villanovaprep.org for more information.

Upcoming Events



44    |    VISTA MAGAZINE    Spring & Summer 2017

VILLANOVA PREPARATORY SCHOOL
OF CALIFORNIA

12096 North Ventura Avenue
Ojai, CA 93023

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID
OXNARD, CA

PERMIT NO. 2020

Looking Back: Rev. John Keller, O.S.A., pictured in 1972, has served as Villanova’s assistant headmaster and president 
and is currently a member of its Board of Directors. After more than 50 years in ministry, he retired as the Augustinians’ 
Director of Education for the Province of St. Augustine on June 30. Thank you, Fr. Keller, for your devotion and service!


